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SUBJ: IRANIANS CONSIDERING CLOSING EMBASSY IN ADDIS ABABA 

REF: TEHRAN 6680 

1. APART PROM WELL-KNOWN BILATERAL POLICY DIPPERENCES 
BETWEEN ETHIOPIA NAD IRAN, WE ARE NOT AWARE OP ANY EXTRA- 
ORDINARY HARASSMENT OF IRANIAN DIPLOMATIC PERSONNEL IN 
ADDIS ABABA. WE WOULD EXPECT ANY SUCH DELIBERATE HARRASS- 
MENT (WHICH THE ETHIOPIANS ARE CERTAINLY CAPABLE OP AS 
DEMONSTRATED IN THEIR TREATMENT OF SUDANESE AND SOMALI 
DIPLOMATS IN EARLY 1977) TO BE QUITE OVERT, UNSUBTLE 

AND ACCOMPANIED BY AN ANTI-IRANIAN PRESS CAMPAIGN. 

2. DIPPICULTIES SUFPERED BY IRANIANS HERE DESCRIBED IN 
REFTEL ARE TO SOME EXTENT EXPERIENCED BY ALL EMBASSIES. 

IRANIAN DIPFICULTIES PROBABLY CONSIDERABLY EXACERBATED 
BY EXTREMELY ABRASIVE BEHAVIOR OP IRANIAN CHARGE TOWARD 
HIS STAPF AND HIS NEGATIVE ATTITUDE TOWARDS ETHIOPIANS 

IN GENERAL. EMBASSY AWARE OP HIS TREATMENT OP HIS 
STALE BY VIRTUE OF FACT THAT WIFE OP EMBASSY COMMUNI- 
CATOR WAS CHARGE'S PERSONAL SECRETARY POR APPROXIMATELY 
CONPIDENTIAL 

CONPIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 ADDIS 03063 141042Z 

THREE WEEKS BEPORE SHE QUIT, UNABLE TO TAKE HIS PER- 
SONAL ABUSE AND SHORT TEMPER. IN SHORT, BELIEVE THAT 
DIPFICULTIES SUPPERED BY IRANIAN CHARGE' HERE ARE 
PRIMARILY OF HIS OWN MAKING. 

3. WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE IN IRAN'S OWN INTERESTS - 
AS WELL AS THOSE OF WEST - POR IRAN TO MAINTAIN A 
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PRESENCE HERE. ANY IRANIAN DECISION TO CLOSE WOULD 
BE INTERPRETED BY ETHIOPIANS AS FURTHER OVERT HOSTILITY 
ON PART OP SHAH, AND IT IS ALWAYS MORE DIPPICULT TO 
REOPEN A MISSION ONCE CLOSED. IRANIAN GOVERNMENT CON- 
SIDERATION TO CLOSING IS MOST LIKELY PROMPTED BY RE- 
PORTING OP ITS CHARGE' WHICH WE SUSPECT IS OPTEN SUB- 
STANTIVELY UNRELIABLE AS WELL. IN OUR OPINION, HE IS 
NEITHER SERVING HIS OWN COUNTRY OR THE CAUSE OF ITS 
FRIENDS IN ETHIOPIA. RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR TWO EM- 
BASSIES ARE, NEVERTHELESS, VERY GOOD. 

CHAPIN 


CONPIDENTIAL 
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